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Abstract

Entrepreneurial competency among youth plays a pivotal role in fostering sustainable development, particularly
in regions like Assam, which possess unique cultural and economic landscapes. This research examines the
extent to which entrepreneurial skills among the educated youth contribute to sustainable economic growth and
social development in Assam. Drawing on primary and secondary data, the study identifies key competencies
such as strategic thinking, innovation, leadership, and risk management that are essential for successful
entrepreneurship. The research highlights current challenges faced by youth in Assam, including limited access
to financial resources, inadequate infrastructure, and educational gaps that do not fully align with practical
entrepreneurial needs. Moreover, societal attitudes and risk-averse mindsets further hinder entrepreneurial
pursuits. However, Assam’s rich natural resources and cultural diversity present significant opportunities for
developing sustainable business models that align with environmental conservation and community upliftment.
The study also reviews existing governmental and non-governmental initiatives, such as skill development
programs and startup incubation centers, assessing their effectiveness in fostering a supportive ecosystem for
youth entrepreneurship. By analyzing case studies of successful young entrepreneurs from the region, the paper
demonstrates the potential for leveraging entrepreneurial competencies to create scalable and sustainable
economic solutions. The research underscores the importance of aligning educational systems with
entrepreneurship-focused curricula, expanding access to mentorship and funding, and fostering a culture that
embraces innovation and sustainability. Recommendations include enhanced public-private partnerships, policy
adjustments to strengthen entrepreneurial support, and targeted training programs that incorporate sustainable
development principles.

Keywords:  Entrepreneurial competency, youth empowerment, sustainable development, Assam,
entrepreneurship education.

Introduction

Assam, a vibrant state in the northeastern region of India, holds a unique position due to its
cultural diversity, abundant natural resources, and strategic location. Despite its rich potential,
Assam faces several socio-economic challenges, such as high unemployment rates, limited
industrial development, and disparities between urban and rural areas. These issues are
compounded by a lack of infrastructure, inadequate access to markets, and socio-political
instability in certain regions. However, one of Assam’s greatest strengths is its youthful
population. With over 60% of its people under the age of 35, the state possesses a dynamic

and energetic workforce that, if harnessed effectively, can drive significant economic growth
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and societal progress. Entrepreneurship is increasingly recognized as a powerful tool for
tackling the challenges of unemployment and fostering economic growth. Entrepreneurs are
not only job seekers but also job creators who contribute to innovation and productivity. In
Assam, entrepreneurship can play a transformative role in tapping into the state’s untapped
potential, particularly in sectors like agriculture, tourism, handloom, tea production, and
green energy. By encouraging young people to take on entrepreneurial ventures, Assam can
create opportunities for economic inclusion and reduce its dependency on traditional
employment avenues, which are often limited in capacity.

Entrepreneurship becomes even more meaningful when aligned with the principles of
sustainable development. Sustainable development focuses on meeting present needs without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own. In Assam’s context, this
means developing businesses that not only generate profits but also address environmental
concerns, promote social equity, and contribute to long-term economic stability. For example,
a youth-led startup in organic farming can simultaneously create employment, improve soil
health, and cater to the growing demand for eco-friendly products. Similarly, a tourism
venture that promotes Assam’s culture and heritage can boost the local economy while
preserving its rich traditions. To empower young entrepreneurs, entrepreneurial competency
is a critical factor. Entrepreneurial competency refers to the set of skills, knowledge, and
attitudes required successfully launching and managing a business. These competencies
include creativity, problem-solving, decision-making, financial literacy, and resilience. In the
context of Assam, equipping young people with these skills can enable them to overcome
barriers such as limited access to resources, lack of exposure to market trends, and
infrastructural challenges. Moreover, entrepreneurial competency enhances the ability of
young people to adapt to changing circumstances, innovate solutions to local problems, and
seize emerging opportunities in a competitive market. Despite the potential benefits of
entrepreneurship, Assam’s youth face several challenges that hinder their entrepreneurial
aspirations. One of the most significant barriers is limited access to finance. Many young
people in rural and semi-urban areas struggle to secure funding for their business ideas due to
a lack of collateral, limited financial literacy, and inadequate awareness of government
schemes and private funding options. Additionally, infrastructural issues, such as poor road
connectivity, unreliable electricity supply, and insufficient digital access, make it difficult for
entrepreneurs to scale their ventures. Social factors, such as the preference for government

jobs and the stigma associated with business failure, further discourage entrepreneurial
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activity among the youth.

The state’s entrepreneurial ecosystem, while evolving, also requires significant improvement.
An entrepreneurial ecosystem includes all the factors and stakeholders that support
entrepreneurship, such as government policies, financial institutions, incubators, mentors, and
educational institutions. In Assam, efforts to build this ecosystem have been initiated, but
challenges remain in ensuring that support systems reach grassroots levels. For instance,
while there are several government programs aimed at promoting startups, many young
people remain unaware of these opportunities or find the application processes cumbersome.
Assam’s strengths, however, present a strong foundation for fostering youth entrepreneurship.
The state’s agricultural resources, including tea, rice, and organic produce, offer opportunities
for agribusiness and value-added production. Its handloom and handicrafts industries, rooted
in traditional skills, have the potential to capture both domestic and international markets.
Similarly, the tourism sector, driven by Assam’s natural beauty and cultural heritage,
provides a platform for innovative ventures such as eco-tourism and cultural tourism.
Furthermore, the global shift toward sustainable practices opens up opportunities in green
energy, waste management, and eco-friendly products, which align with the state’s resources
and needs. To unlock this potential, a multi-pronged approach is necessary. First, there is a
need to prioritize skill development programs that focus on entrepreneurial training. These
programs should not only cover technical skills but also emphasize soft skills such as
leadership, teamwork, and communication. Collaborations between educational institutions,
industry experts, and government agencies can ensure that young people receive training that
is both relevant and practical. Second, improving access to finance is crucial. Financial
literacy campaigns, along with simplified processes for accessing loans and grants, can
encourage young people to take entrepreneurial risks. Partnerships with private sector
investors and microfinance institutions can further expand funding options. The role of
government policies cannot be overstated in promoting youth entrepreneurship in Assam.
Policies that provide tax incentives, subsidies, and infrastructure support can reduce the initial
burdens faced by startups. Programs like the Prime Minister’s Employment Generation
Programme (PMEGP) and the Startup India initiative offer valuable frameworks that can be
customized to Assam’s unique context.

Local governments can play a proactive role in identifying and supporting sector-specific
opportunities that align with the state’s resources and strengths. Another essential element is

fostering a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship. This involves changing societal
149 | Primax Publications WWW.primaxijcmr.com



PRINT ISSN: 2321-3604 ONLINE ISSN: 2321-3612 & OPEN ACCESS
PRIMAX IJCMR VOLUME NO.12, ISSUE NO-4, JANUARY- MARCH, 2025
(A DOUBLE-BLIND PEER REVIEWED, OPEN ACESS REFEREED QUARTERLY JOURNAL)

attitudes toward entrepreneurship, encouraging risk-taking, and celebrating success stories of
local entrepreneurs. Platforms such as hackathons, business plan competitions, and
mentorship programs can inspire young people to explore entrepreneurial paths. Educational
institutions, from schools to universities, also have a significant role to play by incorporating
entrepreneurship into their curricula and offering practical exposure through internships and
live projects. The alignment of youth entrepreneurship with sustainable development goals
(SDGs) is critical for achieving long-term benefits. The SDGs emphasize inclusive economic
growth, gender equality, environmental conservation, and social equity. By integrating these
principles into entrepreneurial ventures, Assam can ensure that its development is not only
rapid but also responsible. For instance, empowering women entrepreneurs can promote
gender equality, while supporting businesses that focus on renewable energy can contribute to
environmental sustainability.
Assam stands at a crossroads where empowering its youth through entrepreneurship can lead
to a transformative impact on the state’s economy and society. With targeted efforts in skill
development, financial inclusion, and ecosystem support, Assam can unlock the potential of
its youth and position itself as a model for sustainable development in India. This study
highlights the critical importance of fostering entrepreneurial competency to achieve these
goals and provides recommendations for creating a thriving environment for young
entrepreneurs in the state.
Objectives of the Study
(a) To assess the role of entrepreneurial competency in empowering Assam'’s youth.
(b) To explore the linkage between entrepreneurship and sustainable development in Assam.
(c) To identify barriers and enablers in developing entrepreneurial competencies among the
youth.
Research Methodology
This study adopts a descriptive and exploratory research design to examine the role of
entrepreneurial competency in sustainable development, specifically focusing on youth in
Assam. The research relies exclusively on secondary data collected from various credible
sources, including peer-reviewed journal articles, government reports, industry whitepapers,
books, and relevant online databases. Analytical frameworks such as the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), entrepreneurial competency models, and youth empowerment
theories are used to structure the analysis. The data analysis involves content analysis to
identify recurring themes, such as the impact of skill development, market linkages, and
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access to finance on entrepreneurial growth. Comparative analysis is conducted to examine
regional and sectoral differences in entrepreneurial opportunities and challenges. Graphical
representations are employed to present findings clearly and effectively.

While the methodology provides a comprehensive overview of the research problem, it is
limited by its dependence on secondary data, which might not capture the latest trends or
region-specific nuances. Ethical considerations include proper citation of all sources and
ensuring unbiased data interpretation.

Table 1: Summary of Research Methodology

Aspect Details

Research Design | Descriptive and exploratory research design focusing on secondary data
analysis.

Data Sources Published research articles, government reports, industry whitepapers,

books, and credible online resources.

Key Frameworks | Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), Entrepreneurial Competency

Used Frameworks, Youth Empowerment Models.
Analytical - Content analysis to extract themes related to entrepreneurial
Approach competency and sustainable development.

- Comparative analysis of regional and sectoral data to identify
challenges and opportunities for youth in Assam.

Scope of Study | Examines the economic, social, and environmental aspects of youth
entrepreneurship in Assam.

Tools and | Thematic synthesis of secondary data; literature mapping; graphical
Techniques representation for clarity.
Limitations - Dependence on the availability of quality secondary data.

- Limited focus on primary data collection to validate findings.

Source: Compiled by the author

Conceptual Framework

The conceptual framework of this study focuses on the interplay between entrepreneurial
competency and sustainable development, emphasizing its impact on empowering Assam’s
youth. At the core of this framework is entrepreneurial competency, which encompasses a set
of skills, knowledge, and attitudes necessary for identifying opportunities, managing
businesses effectively, and overcoming challenges. This competency is influenced by factors
such as skill development, access to finance, market linkages, and innovation ecosystems.
Together, these factors shape the entrepreneurial potential of Assam's youth. The outcomes of
entrepreneurial competency are aligned with the pillars of sustainable development: economic
growth, social equity, and environmental sustainability. For example, entrepreneurial
ventures can boost employment, foster inclusivity by bridging rural-urban gaps, and promote
eco-friendly practices to address environmental concerns. This framework highlights the
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interconnectedness of various components, suggesting that strengthening entrepreneurial
competency among youth can lead to holistic and sustainable development in Assam. The
conceptual framework also underscores the importance of supportive systems such as
government policies, mentorship programs, and digital infrastructure, which play a crucial
role in enabling entrepreneurial success. By aligning individual competencies with systemic
support, the framework creates a roadmap for sustainable entrepreneurial ecosystems in
Assam.

Table 2: Summary of Conceptual Framework

Component Descriptions

Core Concept Entrepreneurial Competency: Skills, knowledge, and attitudes required
to identify and manage opportunities.

Influencing - Skill Development: Education, vocational training, and experiential
Factors learning.

- Access to Finance: Availability of loans, grants, and financial literacy.

- Market Linkages: Networks to connect with suppliers, customers, and

investors.
- Innovation Ecosystem: Encouraging creativity and technological
advancements.

Outcomes - Economic Growth: Employment generation and increased productivity.

- Social Equity: Inclusivity and gender equality.
- Environmental Sustainability: Adoption of eco-friendly practices and
green technologies.

Support Government policies, mentorship, digital infrastructure, and financial
Systems institutions.

Alignment with | Focus on sustainable development goals, including economic inclusivity,
SDGs environmental conservation, and poverty reduction.

Source: Compiled by the author

Contextual Overview: Assam and Its Youth

Assam, a state in the northeastern region of India, is known for its scenic beauty, diverse
culture, and abundant natural resources. The state holds a unique position geographically,
serving as a gateway to India’s northeast and neighboring countries like Bhutan and
Bangladesh. However, despite its potential, Assam faces persistent socio-economic
challenges, including poverty, unemployment, and underdevelopment. These challenges are
particularly concerning for its youth, who constitute over 60% of the state’s population and
represent its most valuable demographic.

Socio-Economic Landscape of Assam

Assam’s economy has traditionally relied on agriculture, with tea cultivation being a key
contributor to the state’s GDP. Other industries, such as handloom and handicrafts,

petroleum, and tourism, also play significant roles. However, these industries face
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infrastructural and systemic challenges, which limit job creation and economic growth. As a
result, unemployment remains a pressing issue, with many young people struggling to find
meaningful work. Rural areas, which account for a significant portion of Assam’s population,
are particularly affected by a lack of industrial development and limited access to education
and vocational training. The state also grapples with high levels of migration, as many young
people leave Assam in search of better opportunities in urban centers across India. This brain
drain not only affects the state’s economic potential but also weakens the social fabric of its
rural communities.

Youth Demographics and Potential

Assam’s youth are dynamic, talented, and adaptable, with the potential to contribute

significantly to the state’s development. The young population is diverse, representing

multiple ethnicities, languages, and cultural backgrounds. This diversity is both a strength and

a challenge, as it requires policies and programs that are inclusive and equitable. The youth in

Assam are also increasingly aware of global trends and opportunities, thanks to advancements

in digital connectivity and education. They are keen to engage in entrepreneurial ventures,

particularly in sectors like tourism, organic farming, and technology-driven startups.

However, their potential remains underutilized due to systemic barriers, including limited

access to resources, insufficient mentorship, and socio-cultural norms that often prioritize

traditional career paths over entrepreneurship.

Challenges Faced by Assam’s Youth

Various challenges faced by youths of educated youths of the state of Assam are -

(@ Unemployment: A lack of job opportunities in both rural and urban areas has led to high
unemployment rates among the youth. The public sector, traditionally a major source of
employment, cannot absorb the growing demand for jobs.

(b) Education and Skill Gaps: While Assam has made progress in improving literacy rates,
many young people lack access to quality education and vocational training. The mismatch
between education and market needs further exacerbates the employment crisis.

(c) Access to Finance: Young entrepreneurs in Assam face challenges in securing financial
support for their business ideas. Traditional lending institutions often require collateral or
have lengthy approval processes, which discourage many from pursuing entrepreneurial

ventures.
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(d) Infrastructural Deficits: Poor road connectivity, unreliable electricity supply, and
limited access to high-speed internet are significant barriers to entrepreneurship and
industrial growth, particularly in rural areas.

(e) Social and Cultural Factors: Societal expectations often emphasize government jobs or
traditional employment over entrepreneurship. Additionally, fear of failure and stigma
around business setbacks discourage many young people from taking risks.

Opportunities for Youth Empowerment

Despite these challenges, Assam offers several opportunities for youth empowerment:

(a) Sectoral Opportunities:

(i) Agriculture and Allied Activities: Assam’s fertile land and emphasis on organic
farming provide opportunities for agribusiness and agro-processing industries.

(i) Tourism: The state’s natural beauty and cultural heritage make it a prime destination for
eco-tourism and heritage tourism ventures.

(iii) Handloom and Handicrafts: Traditional skills in weaving and crafts can be leveraged
for global markets through e-commerce platforms.

(iv) Green Energy: The rising demand for sustainable solutions creates opportunities in solar
energy, bioenergy, and waste management.

(b) Digital Advancements: Increasing internet penetration and digital literacy among
Assam’s youth enable them to explore e-commerce, online services, and tech-driven
businesses.

(c) Government Initiatives: Programs like Startup Assam, the Prime Minister’s
Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP), and the North East Industrial
Development Scheme (NEIDS) aim to promote entrepreneurship and create job
opportunities in the region.

(d) Youth-Led Development: By focusing on entrepreneurial ventures, Assam’s youth can
address local challenges such as unemployment, poverty, and environmental degradation.

Their energy and creativity can drive sustainable development in the state.
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Table 3: Summary of Contextual Overview

Aspect Details

Geographical Context Assam, located in Northeast India, serves as a gateway to
neighboring countries and states.

Key Industries Tea cultivation, agriculture, handloom, handicrafts, petroleum,
and tourism.

Over 60% of Assam’s population is under 35; diverse in

Youth Demographics ethnicity, language, and culture.

Challenges - High unemployment due to limited job creation.
- Gaps in education and skills.

- Restricted access to finance for startups.

- Poor infrastructure in rural areas.

- Social norms discouraging entrepreneurship.

Opportunities - Potential in agriculture, tourism, and green energy.

- Expanding digital economy.

- Supportive government initiatives for startups and skill
development.

Role of Entrepreneurship | Entrepreneurship can create jobs, reduce rural-urban
disparities, and promote sustainable practices.

Government Support Programs like PMEGP, NEIDS, and Startup Assam aim to
empower youth and enhance economic growth.

Source: Compiled by the author

Findings and Discussion

The study highlighted the critical role of entrepreneurial competency in empowering Assam'’s

youth and contributing to sustainable development. In the study, key themes were identified,

shedding light on the potential of youth-led entrepreneurship, existing barriers, and the

alignment of entrepreneurial activities with sustainable development goals (SDGSs).

Entrepreneurial Potential of Assam’s Youth

Young people in Assam are increasingly exploring entrepreneurship, especially in sectors like

organic farming, handloom and handicrafts, tourism, and technology-driven ventures. This

potential stems from:

(a) Cultural Heritage: Youth leveraging Assam’s traditions, such as tea cultivation,
weaving, and tourism, to create unique business models.

(b) Digital Connectivity: Exposure to e-commerce and global markets through improved
internet access.

(c) High Aspirations: Growing interest in self-employment and innovation among young
people seeking alternatives to traditional jobs.
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Barriers to Youth Entrepreneurship

Youths especially educated youths faced a number of challenges to build up and develop their

entrepreneurial skill, knowledge. Following are the barriers to youth entrepreneurship —

Table 4: Barriers to Youth Entrepreneurship

Constraints

Barrier Details

Skill Gaps - Youth lack practical entrepreneurial skills such as financial
management, marketing, and innovation.
- Existing education systems provide limited exposure to entrepreneurial
thinking.

Financial - Entrepreneurs struggle to secure funds due to high collateral demands

and lack of awareness about schemes like Startup Assam and PMEGP.
- Rural youth face additional challenges in accessing formal financial
systems.

Infrastructural
Issues

- Poor road connectivity, irregular electricity, and limited high-speed
internet hinder entrepreneurial ventures, especially in rural areas.

Social Attitudes

- Preference for government jobs over entrepreneurship due to societal
norms.

- Fear of failure and lack of a supportive risk-taking culture deter many
potential entrepreneurs.

Source: Compiled by the author

Alignment with Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Youth-led entrepreneurial ventures in Assam demonstrate the potential to contribute to the

SDGs in the following ways:

(a) Poverty Alleviation (SDG 1): Startups generate employment, reducing poverty in rural

areas.

(b) Gender Equality (SDG 5): Women-led ventures in handloom and crafts promote

economic empowerment and social inclusion.

(c) Decent Work and Economic Growth (SDG 8): Entrepreneurial efforts create local jobs

and improve livelihoods, particularly in underserved areas.

(d) Climate Action (SDG 13): Organic farming, eco-tourism, and renewable energy projects

promote environmentally sustainable practices.
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Sectoral Opportunities for Youth Entrepreneurship
Table 5: Summarizes Sectoral Opportunities for Youth Entrepreneurship

Sector Opportunities Alignment with SDGs
Agriculture | - Organic farming ventures leveraging | SDG 2 (Zero Hunger), SDG
Assam’s fertile land. 13 (Climate Action)

- Agro-processing industries adding value to
raw produce.

Tourism - Eco-tourism initiatives promoting Assam’s | SDG 8 (Decent Work), SDG
natural beauty. 15 (Life on Land)

- Heritage tourism emphasizing cultural
preservation.

Handloom & | - Revitalizing traditional weaving and crafts | SDG 5 (Gender Equality),
Handicrafts | for global markets via e-commerce | SDG 12  (Responsible

platforms. Consumption)
Green Startups focusing on solar, bioenergy, and | SDG 7 (Affordable Energy),
Energy waste management solutions. SDG 13 (Climate Action)
Digital E-commerce platforms and online service | SDG 9 (Industry,
Economy startups driven by increased digital literacy. | Innovation)

Source: Compiled by the author
Challenges in Ecosystem Development
While Assam’s entrepreneurial ecosystem is evolving, the study reveals several gaps:

(a) Limited Awareness: Many young people, especially in rural areas, are unaware of

available government schemes and financial resources.

(b) Fragmented Support: Existing programs lack the coordination needed to provide

comprehensive support for startups.

(C) Mentorship Gaps: Young entrepreneurs have limited access to mentorship, which is
critical for navigating business challenges.

Government Initiatives and Their Impact

The government of Assam has introduced several initiatives, such as Startup Assam, to

promote entrepreneurship. However, their reach and impact remain uneven:

(a) Limited Outreach: Awareness about programs is low in rural areas.

(b) Complex Processes: Many schemes involve bureaucratic hurdles that discourage
participation.

(c) Positive Examples: Success stories from beneficiaries of PMEGP and Startup Assam
demonstrate the potential of these initiatives when implemented effectively.
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Table 6: Summary of Findings and Discussion

Key Findings Discussion

Entrepreneurial Assam’s youth show high interest in entrepreneurship, especially in
Potential traditional and emerging sectors.

Barriers to | Key barriers include skill gaps, financial constraints, poor
Entrepreneurship infrastructure, and social stigma.

Sectoral Opportunities | Agriculture, tourism, handloom, green energy, and the digital
economy offer high potential for youth-driven startups.

Alignment with SDGs | Entrepreneurship contributes to SDGs such as poverty reduction,
gender equality, and climate action.

Role of Government | Programs like Startup Assam and PMEGP are impactful but need

Programs greater accessibility and simplification.
Challenges in | Fragmented support systems, limited awareness, and insufficient
Ecosystem mentorship hinder ecosystem growth.

Source: Compiled by the author

Insights for Policy and Practice

(a) Strengthening Skill Development: Tailored training programs focusing on
entrepreneurial competencies can address skill gaps and empower youth.

(b) Simplifying Access to Finance: Streamlining application processes for government
schemes and offering micro-loans can encourage more startups.

(c) Promoting Local Success Stories: Highlighting local entrepreneurs’ achievements can
inspire others and build a supportive entrepreneurial culture.

(d) Infrastructure Development: Investing in reliable electricity, internet access, and
transportation infrastructure is critical for supporting rural entrepreneurs.

(e) Sustainability Focus: Policies should incentivize ventures that align with environmental
and social sustainability goals.

Conclusion

Assam, with its rich cultural heritage, diverse natural resources, and youthful population,

holds immense potential to harness entrepreneurship as a tool for sustainable development.

This study underscores the pivotal role of entrepreneurial competency in empowering the

state's youth and addressing critical challenges such as unemployment, regional disparities,

and economic stagnation. By fostering entrepreneurial skills and integrating sustainability

into business practices, Assam can unlock opportunities across sectors like tourism,

handloom, agriculture, and green technologies. However, realizing this potential requires

addressing key barriers, including limited access to finance, infrastructural gaps, and

socio-cultural constraints. Strategic interventions such as comprehensive skill development
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programs, improved market linkages, and targeted policy support are essential to overcoming
these obstacles.

Youth entrepreneurship, when aligned with sustainable development goals (SDGs), can drive
inclusive growth, promote social equity, and ensure environmental preservation. Moreover,
initiatives that empower marginalized groups, such as rural communities and women, can
make entrepreneurship a transformative force in Assam's socio-economic landscape.
Entrepreneurial competency among Assam’s youth is not merely a solution to unemployment
but a pathway to a self-reliant, innovative, and sustainable future. By leveraging the energy,
creativity, and resilience of its youth, Assam can pave the way for holistic development and
set a benchmark for the rest of India. Empowering young entrepreneurs today will secure a
brighter, more equitable tomorrow for the state and its people.
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